
 
 

Alabama Commission on Higher Education 

Categories of Instructional Items—Public Senior Institutions 

 The list is provided and to be used only as a general guideline.   

 There may be exceptions to the information provided below.  

 The list does not encompass all possible types of instructional items or instructional circumstances. 

 The listing should not be used in lieu of consultation with ACHE Staff. 

Items subject to approval by the Commission: 

1. New instructional programs. 
2. New off-campus sites outside of the institution’s recognized service area. 
3. New off-campus courses at sites outside the institution’s service area. 
4. New off-campus programs regardless of the location of the off-campus site. 
5. New branch campuses. 
6. New administrative units larger or more prominent than a department. 
7. Mergers or consolidations of existing institutions. 
8. Division of one institution into two institutions (one would be a new unit of instruction). 
9. New units of instruction (colleges, centers, institutes, etc.) which offer coursework for academic 

credit. 
10. New reasonable extensions and alterations of existing instructional programs (tracks, 

concentrations, options, etc.).  Significant alteration of a curriculum of an existing academic 
program—even if no option, etc., is added—is also subject to Commission review and approval. 

11. Mergers or consolidations of existing academic programs. 
12. Change in degree nomenclature at the doctoral level (examples: EdD to PhD) of an existing 

program. 
 

 
Items to be submitted to the Commission as information items prior to implementation: 
 

1. Non-degree programs (pre-baccalaureate, post-baccalaureate, and post master’s certificates).  
These are not listed in the Commission’s Academic Program Inventory. 

2. New off-campus sites in the institution’s service area approved by the Commission. 
3. Distance education programs. 
4. The deletion of instructional programs from the Commission’s Academic Program Inventory. 
5. The change in name of an instructional program, the degree nomenclature (except for the 

doctoral level), or the CIP code by which it is listed in the Commission’s Academic Program 
Inventory, if the objectives and content of the program remain the same. 

6. The placing of a program on inactive status. 
7. New administrative units at the department level. 
8. New centers, institutes, etc., which do not offer courses for academic credit. 
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Matters handled in house, administratively, by the Commission staff: 

1. Changes in names of options, tracks, etc., when there is no change in content or objective of 
the option or program.  There is no requirement that such changes be submitted; however, we 
maintain a list of submitted changes in case of authorization questions. 

2. Deletion of non-degree programs at senior institutions. 
3. The change in the name of administrative units when neither the focus nor the scope of the 

unit changes. 
 

Items that do not have to be submitted to the Commission: 

1. The addition of new courses on the main campuses and instructional sites of institutions 
(including pre-1960 off-campus sites that are exempted by statute). 

2. New courses offered through distance education delivery. 
3. Off-campus instruction on military bases. 
4. Off-campus instruction delivered at business or industrial sites for employees. 
5. The addition of minors. 
6. The deletion of courses, minors, concentrations. 
7. The discontinuation of courses and programs on off-campus sites. 
8. Mark- ups of catalogs showing changes. 
9. Minor changes in the curriculum of a program if there is no change to the objective or overall 

program requirements. 
 
ACHE Instruction web page: 
http://www.ache.alabama.gov/Content/Departments/Instruction/Instruction.aspx 
 
 
Additional information regarding Commission responsibilities:  
http://www.ache.alabama.gov/Content/About%20Us/Responsibilities.aspx 
 
 
Dr. Leonard K. Lock 
Director of Instruction and Special Projects 
Alabama Commission On Higher Education 
100 N. Union St.  
Montgomery, Alabama  36104 
Telephone: 334-242-2104 
E-mail: Leonard.Lock@ache.alabama.gov 
 
September 4, 2015 
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